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In regard to Trade Unions also the latest figures available, which Trade
relate to the year 1933-34, are not complete, for, as explained io.17111021
previous   reports, registration  under   the   Act   is  not  compulsory.
Moreover, several of the registered unions failed to submit returns.
Such figures as are available, however, indicate some* loss of ground.
For instance, though the number of registered unions increased from
170 to 191,   the  total  membership   of   the   unions which reported
decreased from  237,369 to 208,071.    It should be noted, however,
that while 23 unions failed to submit returns for 1932-33, no less
than 31 unions failed to submit returns for 1933-34.    It should also
be remembered that the number of unregistered bodies is large.    The
figures cited above therefore do not truly represent the extent of the
movement in India.   Railway unions again contributed the largest
number of members, namely, 98,682.    This is an appreciable drop
from the figure for the previous year (122,667).    There was also a
material reduction in the number of women members of registered
unions.    This fell from 5,090 to 2,999 due largely to a decrease in
the membership of the Kajugar Zamkari Union of Bombay, which
consisted   almost   entirely   of  women.   The   figures   reported   for
1932-33,   however,   were  too  high  owing to misclassifieation by a
union in the Central Provinces.    The actual decrease in the number
of women members of registered trade unions must have been some-
thing less than 2,000.

^ The position in regard to strikes too showed a definite worsening Strikes,
during 1934, the latest year for which figures are available. This is
probably an outcome of the larger number of workers employed in
mills, factories, etc. The total number of strikes was 159, as against
146 in the previous year and the number of men involved 220,808
as against^!64?938 in the previous year. The number of working days
lost (4,775,559) was more than double those lost in 1933 (2.16S 961)
It is significant that the largest number of disputes and? workers
involved were in the cotton and woollen mills. As in previous years,
the majority of disputes related to wages and amounted to 68 per
cent of the total. Workmen were successful in gaining some
concession in approximately 36 per cent of the total number of
strikes ended during the year. The most important strikes we-re
those m the Bombay textile mills from April to June and in the
Sholapur Mills, Bombay, from February to May The former
involved no less than 90,684 workers and the latter 17,248 In both